
3. The TransportProtocol inParticular

The Transport Protocol of the Alpine Convention has been considered by several actors

involved as a test-case for the efficiency of the Alpine Convention and the seriousness

of the contracting parties regarding its implementation. For the first time, all countries

of the Alpine area concluded a binding agreement on a common approach to their

transport policies. This common approach is based on the understanding that the Alpine

arc is an ecologically sensitive area and that transport has not only positive

consequences, but also negative environmental and health-related impacts41 . Therefore,

the Transport Protocol aims at realising a sustainable transport policy42 .

3.1. Context: some figures regarding traffic in the Alps

Although the different data available on the evolution of traffic in the Alps differ

slightly in their absolute amount depending on the source, the tendency remains

everywhere the same: traffic grows and will continue to grow. This holds true for the

European level and even more so for the Alps, due to the concentration effect caused by

the lack of possible passages in a mountainous landscape.

According to the European Environment Agency, passenger transport is predicted to

grow within the whole European Union between 1994/95 and 2010 by 30%; freight

transport is expected to increase by 50%43
. Focused on the Alps, the same source

expects passenger transport to increase by the same percentage (50%) and freight

transport to double over the next 20 years. This has to be seen in the context of heavy-

duty vehicles tonne-km increasing by 292% between 1980 and 1998 44
. Moreover,

nowadays already, nearly 150 million people cross the Alps every year, 83% by road

and 17% by railway45 .

41 See supra, note 3. p.31.
42 Article 1(1) AC.
43Environment in the European Union at the turn of the century, Environmental assessment report No. 2,
European Environment Agency Copenhagen. 1999. p.66.
44 See supra, note 7. p.5.
45 See supra, note 43. p.381.
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