
bles d 'heberger sans densi f ica t ion aucune plus de 100 000 habitants 
alors que la popu la t ion actuelle atteint ä peine 27 000 personnes, ainsi 
qu 'une certaine speculat ion fonciere constituent une des grandes forces 
agissant sur le paysage. L 'agr icu l ture rationalisee en a deplace Timpact 
en intensif iant la culture des terrains encore relat ivement naturels, qu i 
ne subsistent plus que sous fo rme de rares Ties. 

C o m p t e tenu des condi t ions naturelles et socio-economiques , le pre-
sent t ravai l tente de decrire la muta t ion du paysage de la plaine du 
R h i n au Liechtens te in ä l 'aide de diverses etudes. II mont re en detai l 
les causes et leurs effets dans les zones urbanisees et ä la campagne et 
tire des conclusions pour les necessaires perspectives d 'avenir pour le 
pays. 

t rad. J . - B . Chappu i s 

S U M M A R Y 
In Liech tens te in , just 5000 hectares of landscape make up the smal l 
V a l l e y , between the A l p i n e R i v e r R h i n e and the mounta in scopes, 
which means 30 % of the whole area. F o r m e l y recurrent inundat ions by 
the rh ine , the strong weather ing due to tectonic inf luencies accom-
panied by frequent moun ta in torrents and numerous conflagrat ions in 
the villages caused by the south w i n d , cal led " F ö h n " , d i d not a l low any 
economic prosperi ty in this cor r idor . Th i s fact is p roven when the o lder 
bui ldings that are s t i l l at hand are examined closely. O n l y the enbanke-
ment of the rhine and the consequently drainage of the planes a round 
the rhine val ley t rough the construct ion of a ma in canal gradual ly 
a l lowed an intensiv agricul tural use, these successful Operations tak ing 
place f r o m about 1850 unt i l the II . W o r l d - W a r . 

A t the turn of the Century it was st i l l 1600-1800 hectares of wetlands 
that covered the c o o m b , which represented about 4 0 % of the whole 
area at that t ime. Today only about 8 % are lef t . In Liechtens te in the 
abrupt change f r o m a popu la t ion of ma in ly agricul tural workers to a 
post industr ial society took place only unt i l the lenght o f one genera-
t ion . W h i l e more than 3 0 % of the popula t ion w o r k e d i n the f ie lds of 
agriculture and forestry dur ing the II . W o r l d W a r , this rate has been 
reduced to 3 % at present. 
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